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A REPLY TO A CRITICISM AGAINST THE FORTY
YEARS WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE
BY JOHN S. STANFORD.
Dear Brother:

In reply to your point you present: how that, if
probation closed in 1918, and there are to be 30
years plagues falling, and then followed by 40 years
wildernezs experience (over 70 years in all), before
Jeus comes (at the end of the sixthousand years), and
those who were, really, holy, really were God’s people
in 1918 (when probation closed), and the only ones
(of the living) who are to be saved, they will all, nec-
essarily, be too old to endure such an experience as a
40 years in the wilderness, is a point well worth con-
sidering. Now, if such a point cannot be( and is not,
met and answered, in the Word of God (the Bible),
then, of course, we who are teaching such things,
should quit {eaching them.

But, brother, that point IS, FULLY, covered and
arswered in the Rible. And the answer is this. Pro-
bation closed in 1918. At the end of the 1260 years in
1798. 1798 plus 120 years equals 1918. (1798 being
the beginning of the ‘“Time of the end,” Dan. 8:17,
11:35 and 40, and 12:4) and the 120 years being the
same as Noah’s warning time). (And you know
everything is to be as it was in the days of Noah).
(Matt. 24:37.) And at the point where the Luke
21:24 prophecy was fulfilled, by the Turk (who had
been treading down Jerusalem) leaving, and the Brit-
ish general (Allenby) taking possession.

; At that point (1918), probation really did close.
When every man, woman or child, that ever would re-
ceive and belicve God had done so. (Children of a
believing parent who had not at 1918 reached the age
of accountability being counted in to be saved, ac-
cording to 1 Cor. 7:14). (Being sanctified and ac-
counted clean because of the believing parent). (Thus
giving opportunity for all believing marents to have
their offspring with them. (Isaiah 44:3 and 65:23).
And now the “Time of Trouble,” and the falling of the

plagues are (gradually) beginning to be carried out.
It is, no doubt, true that the consuming, devour-
ing work of the plagues will be seen and felt all thru
the years that intervene between the closing of pro-
bation (in 1918) and the coming of Jesus (at the
end of the 6,000 years). More or less all the time
felt. But, we hyve a statement in the Bible that shows
that 30 years (as a positive period) will be occupied
by this devouring work of the plagues. The plagues
are not a hasty pestilence. Something that comes
along and remains a comparatively short period and
mows down the victims rapidly. They are a consum-
ing, devouring thing that lasts. Men, while up and
around in active life, have sores upon them. That
consume their 7,~sh away “while they stand upon their
feet.” Sores that “consume their eyes away in their
holes.” (Zech. tells this.) Sores that are “painful.”
And that last. Rev. tells how they ‘“gnaw their ton-
gues for pain.” How they “blaspheme God because of
their pains and, their sores.” All shows that the fall-
ing of the plagues is no short affair. Quickly over
with in a year or so (as we have heard some teach).

But the 30 years is especially pointed out as ap-
plying to the “three shepherds” .(of christendom).
Namely, Greek Catholicism, Roman Catholicism, and
Apostate Protestantism. (All, professed, christian
cults). In Zech. 11:8, it says, “Three shepherds will
in Hosea 5:7, speaking of the same leaders, those who
24-hour days, but a prophetic month, 30 years. Then
I cut off in one month.” Not a literal month of 30
have flocks and herds, (shepherds, you see), the Lord
says, “Now shall a month devour them.” Showing
plainly that 30 years is occupied (among other things)
with the work of executing wrath on the three divis-
ions of His professed people, who profess Him and do
not live Him.

Now, having expressed these things to bring out
something, as to the years of time, covered by the
events, following the close of propation (in 1918), I
come to, more directly, answering your cniticism.
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Against the 40 years wilderness experience. Of those
who really are God’s people. . And-upon whom the
plagues do not at all fall.

We read in Rev. that there is a time coming when
God’s real people will be driven out. Out from among
men. That is, they will not be able to “buy.” Nor
to “sell” (Rev. 13:16-17). And more, still, they will
be killed. If they do not consent to submit to a
certain test (worshipping the beast, and so on). Well,
right there, is the time and point when the wilderness
experience begins. Whenever a real child of God comes
up to a condition of things, in this life, where he can-
not buy anything to eat (unless he sins against God)
why that, “real child of God,” has to throw himself
on God for something to eat. He wont steal to get it.
He wont use Violence to get it (if he did that would
prove that he_was not a ‘“real child of God.”)

Also, as he is to get killed “if he doesn't worship
the beast” (which he will not do even to save his life),
he certainly is a driven out man. So what is he to do?
Why run, of course. He is a man that has read up
on these things. He knows what to expect. And
what to do when it all comes. God has told it to
everbody and he hasn’t ignored it but has posted him-
self and believes it. And, just as the believing ones
in Jerusalem knew when they saw the ‘“abomina-
tion of desolation,” spoken of by Daniel, the prophet,
stand in the holy place (Matt. 24:15), that it was time
to get out and get away, so this man will know it is
time {o fly. So, plainly, there is when and where and
how the wilderness experience begins.

Of course, this ‘“child of God” doesn’t have to
go. No. He can stay home if he wants to. Just like
all the rest of all the many millions who do stay. And,
if he did stay, why, then, thev would let him “buy”’
and “sell.” And they would not kill him as they are
threatening to do, with all them/ that do not come
to their terms. But, he thinks to himself, what are
their terms? Oh! the terms are that he worship the
beast (and so on). Well, then he remembers that God
says “If any man worship the beast, and his image and
receive his mark in his forehead or in his hand, the
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God.”
(Rev. 14:9-10.) But, savs a neighbor (or correspond-
ent), you don’t believe those things that way, do you?
Why, you are too old to do any wandering in the wil-
derness. A man of your age. You better “use your
mind.” Your good sense, your reasoning powers, and
stay rieht where vou are. There’s plenty to eat here.
yvou don’t know what vou will have to go through if you
leave your home and fly off, out into muntains or
other wilderness places. You better come and join
our church, and God will take care of vou. You know
we have been telling vou (for years now). been sell-
ing books and preaching, all over the country, and
raising up church after church, how that Jesus is go-
ing to come, in a little bit and catch His peovle up
awav from the eronnd, circle them around in the air,
and then come back down to the ground. and set up
a throne right here among the wicked and make them
all behave. So, don’t vou get scared. You listen to us.
We wish vou well. We know you are an earnest and

7zealous fellow. But don’t you go off to the woods that

way.
- But. thig “real child of God” believes wha* God

says. He doesn’t believe what this church member says.
He knows that God’s people have no business belong-
ing to anybody but God. He knows that to join
God (like it shows in Acts 5:14, we do when we be-
lieve), and then, af.erward go and join a group of
men, is “whoredom,” (Hos. 1:2) “spiritual adultery”
Jas. 4:4), “departing from the Lord” Hos. 1:2). And
that anyone that belongs to a man-made church is
not led by the spirit of God, but is led by the spiri.
of that church. And, therefore is not a competent
adviser in matters of eternal life. So, he doesn’t be-
lieve what this neighbor, church-member says. But,
Le believes what God says. And he knows that God
says that He is going to get His people out and away
from the world, so that He can deal with them ‘“face
to face.” Just like He did when He brought them out
of the land of Egypt (Ezk. 20:35-36). And that means
the Pillar of Cloud by day and the Pillar of Fire by
night. (Is. 4:5-6). The direct government and lead-
ership of God, and all. Just like it was in the days.
of Moses. Thai being a type of this second and final
wilderness experience. Or the Antitypical Feast of
Tabernacles (as it really is). So, this' man understands
the situation. And is prepared in mind and heart
for it. And believes God, instead of listening to
churches. This is one of {the men that is not “defiled
by women” (churches). He’s a ‘‘virgin.” That is,
he doesn’t beiong to two parties (or try to). (God
and alsp some man-made church). He’s a ‘“virgin.”
The true, pure blue.

Then, as he considers the advice and argument of
the church-member, that exposure (beyond his
strength), starvation and all those things stare him
in the face (if he leaves his home for the wilderness)
he has this ready Bible answer :

“0, Lord, I will praise Thee Behold God is my
salvation, I will trust. And not be afraid. For the
Lord Jehovah is my strength.” The temptation may
come to think, “Yes, I am weak, may be too old and
too weak.” Put no matter, “The Lord Jehovah is
my strength and my song. Therefore with joy will
I draw water out of the wells of salvation. Sing unto
the Lord. Cry out and shout. For Great is the Holy
One of Israel in the midst of thee.”

So brother, this is God’s answer to your criticiz-
ing argument that the people of 1918 will all be too
old to go out in a wilderness experience. 5

From the standpoint of worldly. human reason-
ing, that would all be true. But from the standpoint of
Scripture and trust in God (real faith), it is not at
all true. Not by the Measure of Eternal Life.

You know (and God expects you to act in ac-
cordance with your knowledge) that God never asks
a thing but that He stands behind that thing to “show
Himself strone in behalf of them” who believe what
He says. Kindly,

Aug., 1926. BROTHER JOHN.

ANOTHER ERRCR REFUTED ABOUT THE TRUE
RESURRECTION DAY OF CHRIST.
AND CHRIST AND THE PASSOVER
The deliverance of Tsrael from FEeypt and the

observance of the tyvical feasts instituted to com-
memorate past events in Israel’s history are of special
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interest to the Remnant people now. Nothing is more
eviden, than the repetition of past events are to be
lived over by the Remnant. This is plainly stated in
tue 10110W1ng seripture:

“And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse,
which sunail stana ior an ensign of :he people; to it
shall the Gen.iles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the
Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover
the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from
Assyria, and from Egyp., and from Pathros, and from
Cush, and trom Elam, and from Shinar, and from
Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.

“And he shall set up an ensign for the nations,
and shall assemble the cutcasts of Israel, and gather
together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners
of the earth.” Isa. 11:10-12.

“As I live, saith the Lord God, surely with a
mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with
fury poured out, will I rule over you:

“And I will bring you out from tne people, and
will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are
scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched
out arm, and with tury poured out.

“And I will bring you into the wilderness of the
people, and ithere will 1 plead w.th you race to tace

“Like as I pleaded with your fatners in the wild-
erjness of the jand of Egypt, so will I plead with you,
saith the Lord God.

‘And I Wul cause you to pasg under the rod, and
I will bring you into the bond ot the covenant:

“And 1 will purge out from among you the rebels,
and them: that transgress against me: I will brmg
them forth out of the country where they sojourn,
and the shall not enter inio the land of Israel: and
ve shall know that I am the Lord.” Eze. 20:33-38."

Many other Scriptures could be given. See,
“Time, Tradition and Truth” for further instruction
on this point. It is evident from the above that the
story of Israel, beginning with tieir deliverance from
Egypt, is an important one.

In order to perpetuate the deliverance the follow-
ing instructions were given:

“This month shall be unto you the beginning of
months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.

“Speak ye unto the congregation of Israel, say-
ing, In the tenth day of this mgnth they shall take
to them every man a lamb, according to the house of
their fathers, a lamb for an house:

“And if the house be too little for the lamb, let
him and his heighbour next unto his house take it
according to the number of the souls; every man ac-
lcorclloing to his eating shall make your count for the
am

“Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of
the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or
from the goats:

“And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day
of the same month: and the whole assembly of the
congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.

“And they shall take of the blood, and strike it
on the {wo side posts and on the upper door post of
the houses, wherein they shall eat it.

“And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast
with fire, and unleavened bread; and with the b’tter

herbs they shall eat it.

“Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water,
but roast with fire; his head with his legs and w1th
the purtenance thereof

“And ye shall let nothing of it remain wuntil
the morning; and that which remaineth of it until
the morning ye shall burn with fire.” Ex. 12:2-10.

Note, the even when the lamb was to be killed
was the beginning of the fourteenth day, or the dark
part which comes first in the day as given in Genesis
first chapter. The reason for the observance and the
name given the feast is as follows:

“And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded,
your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand:
and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Lord’s passover.

“For I will pass through the land of Egypt this
night, and wi]l smite all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods
of Egypt I will execute judgment: I.am the Lord.

*“And the blood shall be to you for a token upon
the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood,
I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon
vou to desiroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.

“And this day shall be unto you for a memorial;
and ye shall keep it a feast to the Lord throughout
your generatigns; ye shall keep it a feast by an or-
dinarce for ever.” Ez. 12:11-14. .

The manner of its cbservance is as follows:

“Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even
the first day ye shall put away leaven out of your
houses : for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the
first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut
off from Israel.

“And in the first day there shall be an holy convo-
cation, and in_the seventh day there shall be an holy
convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done
in them, save_that which every man must eat, that
only may be done of you.

“And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened
bread: for in This self-same day have I brought your
armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye
observe this day in your generations by an ordinancc
for ever.

“In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the
month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the
one and twentieth day of the month at even.

“Seven days there shall be no leaven found in
vour houses : for whosoever eateth that which is leaven-
ed, even that soul shall be cut off from the congre-
gation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born
in the land.

“Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habi-
ta’ions shall ye eat unleavened bread.” Ex. 12:15-20.

We read again:

“Now the sojourning of thé children of Israel,
who dwelt in. Egypt, was four hundred and thirty
years.

“And it came to pass at the end of the four hun-
dred and thirty years, even the self-same day it came
to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord went out from
the land of Egypt.

“It is a night to be much observed unto the Lord
for bringing them out from the land of Egypt: this
it that night of the Lord to be observed ‘of all the
children of Israel in their generations.” Ex. 12:40-42.
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The male lamb of one year represented Christ the
Lamb of God slain from the foundation of the world.
In eating this lamb, as stated by Christ when here,
they ate His flesh. The blood which was sprinkled
on the door post represented the blood of Christ which
would preserve their lives. This act was performed
by faith. We read of Moses thus, “Through faith he
kept the passover and the sprinkling of blood lest he
that destroyed the firstborn should destroy them.”
Heb. 11:28. The definite month is given when it is
to be observed.

“Observe the month of Abib, and keep the pass-
over unto the Lord thy God: for in the month of Abib
the Lord thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt
by night.

~ “Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the passover unto
the Lord thy God, of the flock and the herd, in the
place which the Lord shall choose to place his name

there.
“Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with it; seven
days shalt thou eat unleavened bread therewith, even

the bread of affliction; for thou camest forth out of
the land of Egvpt in haste: that thou mayest remem-
ber the day when thou camest forth out of the land
of Egypt all the days of thy life. -

“And there shall be no leavened bread seen with
thee in all thx coast seven days: neither shall there
any thing of the flesh, which thou sacrificedst the first
day at even, remain all night until the morning.”
Deut. 16:1-4.

Note. It was to be killed the first evening of the
feast which was the dark part of the day. Nothing
was to remain over till the imorning. It was to be
killed after the going down of the sun. Deut. 16:6.
We think the above is sufficient on the institution of
the ordinance, The month Abib in the Jewish count
is the month of April in the Gentile calendar. Note.
It was to be observed on the fourteenth day of the
month. The day of the week is changeable each year,

but not so with the month. The record says plainly
it shall be observed each year on the fourteenth day
of the month. The feasts of the Lord are unchange-
able as to the time of their observance. They all come
on certain days of the month. Were they changzable
by the moon then that could not be true that they
would come on certain days of each month. Let all
these things be noted by the reader. The feast must
come on the same month and the same day of the
month each year. If man latef makes a calendar
wherein the month is changed in any way by the
moon such a calendar would not be inspired, and
should not be followed. God’s standard is the sun to
regulate the year and not the moon. The months must
be adjusted to the sun movements.

We now turn to the apostles’ comments as to the
lesson taught by the observance of the feast.

“Your gleryirg is not good. Know ye not that
2 little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?

“Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may

be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even

Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:

“Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old
leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wicked-
ness: but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth.” 1 Cor. 5:6-8.

In the days when Israel came out of Egvpl there
was no written Scripture hence every tru h of the
Go-pel was taught by a kinter-garden or obiect lesson.
J.eaven in the br ad was taken to represent sin in
~nd of its forms so the feast was and is to be observed
in the manner of ¢ \If-examination of each individual
and the “purging ¢ it of the old leaven” of sin that
they may be a new lump. It also says, ‘“Christ is
our passover,”’ thus showing the object of the lesson,
as we keep the feast, is to feed on his word which is
the emblem of his flesh. Christ said, “Beware of the
leaven (doctrine) of the Pharisees and Sadducees,”
(their false doctrine). The passover of seven davs
is intended for each individual to examine their faith
regarding the doctrine they have accepted whether
it is the truth or not which they hold. They are also
to put away every wickedness in act or word which
they practice if they would be a new lumn. Now
says the apostle, “Let us keep the feast”” This shows
it is still to be observed. This was written many
vear after the crucifixion. The night of Christ’s be-
trayal the emblems were changed to the bread and
wine but no more, for He says, “As often 28 you do.
this,” thus signifying it was an ordinance ‘o be observ-
ed each year as commanded by Moses. Every Sunday

‘or Sabbath keever would vse the text to snsfa’n their

observance of the dayv thev are keening if 7* 1eg~d le*
us keemn the day instead of let us keep the fract,

We would, next call attention to the historv of
Israel’s deliverance. It was thus: First. the passover
was killed the first part of the fourteenth dav, as the
sun went down. Second, it was eaten the same night.
Third, the same niaht at midnight the firstborn of
Egvpt were slain. Fourth, they and all their host left
Tgypt the same day with their anleavened bread in
their dough trays with all their herds, women and
children. Thig is all well to be noted for we now
examine its observance by Christ and His disciples.

(To be continued.)
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'TAKEN FROM A TRACT BY THEOPHILUS A. GILL

Notice what Christ says about the ten command-
ments.

Matthew 19:16. And behold one came and said
unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do,
that I may have eternal life?

17. And he said unto him, Why callest thou me
good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but
if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.

18. He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou
shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery,
Thou shali not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness,

19. Honour thy father and thy mother: and,
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.

20. The yqung man said unto him, All these things
have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet?

Matthew 5:19. Whosoever therefore shall break
one of these least commandments, and shall teach men
so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of
heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the
same shall be ‘called great in the kingdom of heaven.

Psalms 119:172. My tongue shall speak of thy
word: for all thy commandments are righteousness.

—89:34. My covenant will I not break, nor alter
he thing that is gone out of my lips.

James2:10. For whosoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.

11. For he that said, Do not commit adultery,
said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery,
yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of
the law.

Revelations 14:12. Here is the patience of the
saints: here are they that keep fhe commandments
of God, and the faith of Jesus.

22:14. Blessed are they that do his command-
ments, that they may have right to the tree of life,
and may enter in through the gates into the city.

Romans 2:13. For not the hearers of the law
are just before God, but the dcers of the law shall
be justified.

1st John 2:4. He that saith, I know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar and the
truth is not in him.

Ecclesiastes 12:13. Let us hear the conclusion of
the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his command-
ments: for this is the whole duty of man.

Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord.

Mark 12:29.

Ezekiel 37:16. Moreover, thou son of man, take
thee one stick, and write upon it, For Judah, and for
the children of Israel his comnaninns: then tole
another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph. the
stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his
companions.

17. And join them one to another into one stick;
and they shall become one in thine hand.

Romans 2:28. For he is not a Jew, which is
one outwardly: neither is that circumcision, which is
outward in the flesh.

29. But he is a Jew. which is one inwardlv; and
circumecision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and

not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but

of God.
Galations 3:7. Know ye therefore that they are

of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.

29. And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s
seed, and heirs according to the promise.

Do you find fault with God’s law?

On These Two Commandments. Matt. 22:37
Love to God. Ex. 20:3 to 11, Incl

1. Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord.
—Deut. 6:4; Mark 12:29.

2. Thou shalt have other gods before me. Thou
shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that
is in the earth beneath, or that is in- the water under
the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself to them,
nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
chlldren unto the third and fourth generation of
them that hate me: and showing mercy unto thous-
sands of them/ that love me, and keep my command-
ments.

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy
God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless
that taketh his name in vain.

4. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:
but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy
God; in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy
son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maid-
servant nor thy cattle, nor the stranger that is within
thy gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested
the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sab-
bath day, and hallowed it.

Hang All the Law and The Prophets. Matt. 22:39-40.
Love to Man. Ex. 20:12 to 17.

5. Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy
davs may be long upon the land which the Lord thy
God giveth thee.

6. Thou shalt not Kkill.

7. Thou shalt not commit adultery.

8. Thou shalt not steal.

9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbor.

10. Thou  shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house,
thou skalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man-
servant, , \t his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass,
nor anytth that is thy neighbour’s.

They were written on tables of stone.—Deut. 9:10.

I hope they are written now in your heart.—
Jer. 31:31 to 33.

<4 Cor. 219,

Feel. 12:13. Rev. 14:12.

Matt. 19:18-19. Mark 2:27.

John 14:21. 1 John 2:4.

James 1:17. Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father
of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shad-
ow of turning.

John 1:1. In the beginning was the Word. and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2. The same was in the beginning with God.

3. All things were made by him ; and without him
was not arvthing made that was made.

4. In him was life; and the life was the light
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of men. a

5. And the light shineth in darkness; and the
darkness comprehended it not.

14. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth. :

Mark 10:19. Thou knowest the commandments,
Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal,
Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy
father and mother.

Luke 18:20. Thou knowest the commandments,
Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear
false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother.

John 14:21. He that hath my commandments,
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he
that loveth me sha,ll be loved of my Father, and I
will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

1st John 2:4. He that saith, I know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the
truth is not in him.

Revelation 22:14. Blessed are they that do his his
commandments, that they may have right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the
cit

y Ecclesiastes 12:13. Let us hear the conclusion of
the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his command-
ments: for this is the whole duty of man.

Search and see what was done away with, and
what was not. Col. 2:14, Matt. 5:18.

Dear reader, are you numbered with those who
keep his commandments? If not, can you claim th2
promise ?

I wish to call your attention to one of the com-
mandments that a lot of ‘clouds, rubbish and doubt”
hover over. Yea, verily, the scribes and pharisees and
hypocrites and D. D’s. by their TRADITION, have
made the commandment of God of none effect. For
they say by their tradition and practice that “Sunday,”
the first day of the week, is the sabbath.

Will ye obey God or man? Read Dan. 7:2E,
Rev. 13:16 to 18, Rev. 14:9 to 12,

Search and see whether these things are so.

ON BELIEVING GOD
A LETTER TO A BROTHER. NO. 3.
BY JOHN S. STANFORD
Sabbath Day, October 16, 1926.

Dear Brother M.

Something I overlooked (to speak of) in the letter
I ma‘led vou vesterday, so T will take it up now. For
brotter the Tord does want vou to get all this good.
To o~t Him absolutelv and whollv. To the exclusicn
of everything else. You said in your lelter you are
“usino nn remedies onlv nrayer” and ‘sometimes you
use a little witch bhazel to ease the aching of your
hond~ " In one sentence you state you are using no
remedies, and in the verv next strokes of your nen
wou state that vou are using remedies. Oh. Brother
M! YWhen will vou get out of thines of the world
and lay hold on God! You state that vou are using
the pemedv of “nraver” Alco vou state that vyea
are nsine the remedy of “witch hazel.” Well, that’s
two remedies vou own uvp to using. right instantiy
after claiming you don’t use any. Why! Why is it

that you don’t see that your italk contradicts 1tself ?
It is, dear brother, because you have not yet cut loose
from the worldly things and lessons you have imbibed
from infancy up, and laid hold (exclusively) on God.
(That’s the real reason.) Another thing, let us look
at the remedies you s.ate you are using—‘Prayer
and witch-hazel.” Neither one of them, Brother M.,
is worth a cent! Oh! Oh! (you now say). Now,
Brother John you are deinonstrating to a positive cer
tainty that you are an extremist. Close to fanatic.
No, dear brother, I am not. Neither “prayer”’ nor
witch-hazel (in your case) is worth a cent. “The
prayer of Faith is worth a cent.” Yea, more. Worth
100 per cent. But you can't use ‘“Lhe Prayer of Faith”
but once. If you do, it isn’t (any longer) *he “Prayer
of Faith.” - It is the prayer of Well-I-guess-I-will
go-ask-Him-again-to-make-sure. Prayer. I{ is  the
mayhbe-He-didn’t-hear-me sort of prayer. The mayb=-
He-isn’i-willing sort of prayer. The maybe-He-wants-
His-people-to-be-sick sort of prayer.

That is the kind of prayers they become, Brother
M., when you keep on using prayer as remedy. That
isn’t the “Prayer of Faith” (James 5:15). That is
the kind of prayer the prophets of Baal used in th
case with Elijah there on Mt. Carmel. That’s the
kind of prayer the widow had to use with the “unjust
judge.” (Luke 18).

“The Prayer of Faith,” dear brother, tells God
what is wanted, asks it in the Holy Name of Jesus,
then gets up and believes He has heard it, and {hat
He will give what is asked for. And then doesn’t
2o near God (to ask Him) any more. But, instead,
every time they think about it, rejoice that they have
asked Him and that He is busily engaged in doing
the work. And when they do go near God (or think
akout it), thank Him for it. But don’t tease. Do
not keep on asking. Do not keep on using the rem-
edy (Prayer).

Then, as for the witch-hazel, you, yourself ad-.
mitted and stated in the (still) next stroke of your
pen that you “know it is no remedy.” ‘Well. then,
why do you use it? Oh, you say, it ‘eases the aching
of my hands.”

No, dear brother, it isn’t the witch-hazel that
eases the ‘“aching of your hands.” . It is the devil
that eases the aching of your hands. And the reason
the devil does it because he wants vou to keep on
thinking that it is the “witch-hazel” that does it
Anything to keep Brother M. from thinking and be-
lieving that God can and will “ease the aching of his
hands.” Can’t God ease the iaching of anybody’s
honds? Oh, yes, you say—then whyv don’t you let Him?
Whv give the job ‘o the devil? And vou are not going
to any more, dear brother (when you ston to think).
If vou do, you will be like the nations when they got
together to talk ‘“disarmament.” They all say “ves™
. principle. But they don’t disarm. You would be
like the ones Jesus spoke of—“They say and do not.”
(Matt. 23:3.) Must not be that way any longer.

Kindly, BROTHER JOHN,

CLIPPINGS FROM THE PRESS
Oklahoman, Mar, 29, '27.—Ship Is Asked ‘o Take
Home Missionaries.—Fcod Shortage Feared Unless
Remedy Is Apvolied. (Bv Paul Wright, Snecial Cable
to Trhe Consolidated Press) Shanghai, March 29.—
Shanghai is beginning to need United Siates relief
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from the pressure of refugees. Men, women and
children connected with mission work are pouring
into Shanghai every day aboard destroyers, merchant
vessels, motor boats, even sampans and all available
space is being filled.

Many are sleeping on the floors of hotel dining
rooms. A majority are unable {0 assist in labor. Every

extra mouth means raising of food prices, already

high. Therefore it is hoped the government will al-
locate a big trasport capable of carrying the bulk of
this population to the United States.

This appeal has nothing to do with the greater
emergency that may develop, demanding the sudden
evacuation of all women and children from Shanghai.
Men and women who ten days ago would have laughed
at the idea of sending families away now are con-
ceding such a necessity may develop.

But the immediate need is Tor passenger space
for missionary refugees now gathered here, waiting
and doing nothing.

This article attracted my attention because it is
a fulfillment of the prophecies of Isaiah. Read Isaiah
13:11-16 inclusive. Note in verse 14, ‘“they shall
every man turn to his own people, and flee every one
into his own land.” Then Isaiah 11:14, “But they
shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines (United
States) toward the west.” This is all commented
on and explained more fully in G. G. Rupert’s book,

“The Gathering of Israel.”—Ed.

In these clippings it is impossible to put the
daily happenings in Mexico and the Orient. We ail
have access to these. I can only put those things
which may show an unsusual angle, or opinion.—Ed.

A DMexican Speaks to Americans. (By Julio
Zetina.) (Translation). The Dearborn Independent
has requested of me, as president of the Rotary Club
of Mexico City, a statement addressed to the Rotar-
ians of the United States regarding the present con.
dition of the relations between our respective coun
tries. «

Naturally the only source of information that T
have on which to base my opinion regarding the mat-
ter is that given by the newspapers and, for obvious
reasons, such information is not always correct hor
in every wzy complete,

The origin of this entire dispute appears to he
the decision of the Mexican Government to put in
effect certain laws emanating from our present Fed-
eral Constitution and the determination on the part
of the American Government to prevent the interesis
of i.s nationals existing in Mexico from sufferig loss
and damage by reason of the enforcement of said
laws.

Looking at the matter in this light, it is evident
that both governments are confining themselves striet-
ly to the carrying out of their respective duties; the
former by enforcing its laws and the lalter by pro-
tecting its citizens.

However, the matter has now arrived at such 2
stage that only one solution would appear possible,
that is to say that one of the two governments radi-
cally alter its policy—either the Mexican Government
must withdraw from its purpose to put its laws in

practice or the American Government forego the pro--
tection of its nationals. Neither of these solutions is

acceptable at first sight and therefore if, as it is to
be hoped and as I believe certain, a friendly settle-
ment is arrived at, both governments must give way
in part.

People are not lacking, both in Mexico and the
United States, who claim that any surrender could
be made only at the expense of national honor of the
party making the concession; nevertheless I am of the
opinion that national honor can be maintained and
at the same time a satisfactory settlement can bhe
made if only a small amount of good will may be
exercised.

If the Mexican laws to which the United States
objects are confiscatory and therefore contrary to the
principles of international law, surely our Supreme
Court, in deciding the cases of violation of constitu-
tional guaranties, which will undoubtedly be brought
by the interests affected, will so declare and thus put

an end to the difficulty.

If, on the other hand, the laws are just and the
interests that claim to be damaged thereby are only
endeavoring to have them repealed or modified out
of mere caprice or excessive ambition, undoubtedly
the United States will so acknowledge and withdraw
its support from such interests.

Our great statesman, Benito Juarez, said on a
certain occasion: “Respect for the rights of others
means peace;”’ and it is evident that our respective
governments, if inspired by the great truth expressed
by those words, will find a way to conserve the rights
of each and at the same time refrain from violating
those of the other. :

Let us work then untiringly on this great enter-
prise for international fraternity and be sure that
our respective governments will follow along the path
marked out for them by the opinion of the people who
granted them their confidence through their votes
when raising them to power.

Mexico City, January 17. 1927.

Oklahoma City Times of Ten Years Ago. Feb.
28, 1917 —It was revealed that Germany in planning
unrestricted submarine warfare, proposed an alliance
with Mexico and Japan to make war on the United
States if this country should not remain neutral. Japan,
through Mexican medialion, was to be urged to aban-
don her allies and join in the attack on the United
States.

Mexico, for her reward, was to receive general
financial support from Germany, reconquer Texas,
New Mexico and Arizona—Ilost provinces—and share
in the victorious peace terms Germany contemplated.
Details were left to Minister von Eckhardt in Mexico
Cit, who by instructions signed by Alfred Zimmer-
mann, German foreign minister, at Berlin, January
19 was directed to propose the alliance with Mexico -
to General Carranza and suggest that Mexico seek to
bring Japan into the plot.

Oklahoma News, by Will Rogers.—Well all I know
is just what I read in the papers. I pick up my paper
this morning and what stares me in the face but the
following headlines, “Going to Break off Diplomatic
Relations with Mexico, and lift the arms embargo,
and allow arms to be shipped in to any Revolutionists.”

Now get that will you? Here we are sore at
Mexico, and because they don’t do exactly like we want
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them to, why we are going and lifting the embargo
on all ammunition and guns. We are going to allow,
and even encourage, all the bloodshed we can, just
because we are having an argument with them.

We assisted one side in the Revolution in Niec-

aragua. We have taken sides in China. Now we are
going to help some ambitious Politician gather to-
gether a lot of ignorant Peons and go forth to start
& new Revolution in Mexico.

All becauss we have to admit ourselves a failure
as Diplomats in dealing with them. The people along
the Mexican border that deal with Mexico every day,
do it and do it without hard feeling or bloodshed.

£ Ed * *

Last week I appeared at Tucson, Arizona. That’s
seventy miles from Nogales. I got a lot of wires
asking me if I wouldn’t please cdme down to Nogales.
That’s the town on the very border, part in Mexico
and part in Arizona.

Fach side down there knew how to GIVE as
well as take. The Arizona side didn’t send them a
{note every morning making some complaint. If there
was any differences of opinion both sides knew they
could cet together and talk it over, without having
to politely insult each other through Diplomatic cor-
respondence.

1t looked like a town to me where everybody was
tending to their own business ins’ead of somebody
else’s. There was a colored Regiment stationed there.
the 25th Infantrv. and even they got along fine with
both our side and its Ci‘izens, and the Mexico side.

Mexico, by an overwhelming vote changed their
land laws in 1917. This fellow that’s in now didn’t
pass the law. He is only trying to enforce the Con-
ctitution. They give America 50 years to ge' the oil
out from under the land, and then they want to di-
vide the land up with the Natives.

Now that don’t seem so unreasonable to give
you fifty years. We say it’s against our laws. Our
Laws What’s our laws got to do with Mexico?

Personally I don’t think that Doheny, and Sin-
clair, and the Standard and all of thnse ar= under-
ooing any great. hardshins and starvation. I doubt if
Mexico owes them snvthirg, or owes us anything.

We have got out more than we put in. We make
drastic laws and stay with ’em. Didn’t ‘we pass an
emigration law to even keen peovle out of our Coun-
try? Well that was all right. It was a good law.

It’s our Country and we got a right to sav who
shall come in, but of course it was diccr'minafion,
Now can’t Mexico pass a land law if it gives you
Fifty years warning? T think that is about the long-
est dispossess notice 1 ever heard of.

We don’t want a man that knows phrases for
a diplomat, we want a man that knows people.

New York Times: Says Chicago Graft Totals
$30,000.000. Special to The New York Times. Chi-
cago, Dec. 29.—Grafters collect $30,000,000 from
liquor, vice and crime annually in the Cook county
area, and the bootlegging traffic could not exist in
any community without the protection of crooked of-
ficials, said Edward A. Olson, United States Attorney,
whose four-year term expires Saturday, in a report
forwarded to Washington today.

THE INSPIRED BIBLICAL ECCLESIASTICAL
AND
SECULAR HISTORY OF THE WORLD

By G. G. Rupert

The result of forty-four years a student of the Bible,
and twenty-five years especially devoted to the development
of the following volumes:

This library of information is included in four volumes.
“From Creation to the Captivity.”

Volume Two. “The Future of Nations.” “The gather-
ing of nations to Armegeddon.” °

Volume Three. “The Gathering of Israel” It brings
to view the remnant of Israel in the last days; who they are,
where found, their experience in the wilderness after leaving
Egypt, etc. This volume is complete on that question and
Israel’s future.

Volume One.

Volume Four. “The Yellow Peril” This question is
well known now, but not so in 1898, when the writer first
taught the subject. Then he was scoffed at. Now kings and
rulers are considering with gravity the situation. No book
trom a Bible standpoint deals with nations as pointed out by
the inspired writers as this book deals with them. It is now
in the hands of many of the rulers of the world. It deals
especially with Russia and the kings of the East. It should
be in every home.

In these volumes are the questions for the Gamaliel
Bible Correspondence School. SR -

Sold separately or in full sets. Price in sets $10.00, sin-
gle copies $3.00 each postpaid. Inion Publishing Company,
Box 215, Oklahoma City, Okla.

TIME, TRADITION AND TRUTH

“Time, Tradition and Truth, Concerning the end of
the world.” Bound in cloth. Price $1.80.

THE TWO COVENANTS

“The Old and the New. Between God and man.” 65
pages, price 25 cents. Very few left.

THE FOUR GREAT CYCLES or GOD’S GREAT
TIMEKEEPERS.

It lays the foundation of the Sabbath and then follows
it through to our day, giving both the Biblical history and
the secular history of our day. It quotes 84 languages on
the enumeration of the weekly cycle. 36 pages, price 20
cents. °

THE BOOK OF THE LAW FOUND AGAIN
This book is the most complete of ail books published
on the laws and statutes of God. Price postpaid, two vol-
umes $2.00. Vol. 1, $1.25; Vol. 2, $1.75.

TRACTS

There are about 25 or 30 tracts on all Bible subjects.
Send for free list with prices. Or write us what subject in-
terests you and we will mail what we have on that subject.

All these tracts are greatly reduced in price when or-
dered in larger quantities. :

UNION PUBLISHING COMPANY,
Oklahoma City, Okla, U. 8. A,

N
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